
A PANDEMIC, A FEDERAL ELECTION AND THE 
RETURN TO NORMAL
WHAT CAN WE EXPECT?

RESEARCH AND ANALYSIS FROM CANADA’S LEADING PUBLIC AFFAIRS AND MARKET 
RESEARCH EXPERTS

ANXIETY ABOUT THE PANDEMIC IS 
AT LOWEST LEVEL SINCE START

BEST PUBLIC MOOD IN OVER 3 
YEARS

CAN MR. O’TOOLE RECOVER IN 
TIME?



1. PANDEMIC STILL IN FOCUS BUT NORMAL SEEMS CLOSER THAN EVER 
BEFORE.

2. LIBERALS HAVE A CLEAR ADVANTAGE. 
POSITIONED TO WIN A MAJORITY.

3. CONSUMERS READY TO RETURN, BUT ANXIETY WILL PERSIST.

KEY TAKEAWAYS



#1
PANDEMIC WORRIES DECLINING
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Which of the following best describes your view about the coronavirus outbreak?

IS THE WORST STILL TO COME?
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#2
MOOD OF THE COUNTRY



COUNTRY HEADED IN THE RIGHT DIRECTION?

GENERALLY SPEAKING, DO YOU THINK THINGS ARE HEADED IN THE RIGHT DIRECTION OF ARE THEY OFF ON THE WRONG TRACK?
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#3
CURRENT PRIORITIES



TOP ISSUES IMPACTING VOTE
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Improving healthcare in Canada

Leading Canada through the post-pandemic recovery

Growing the economy and creating jobs

Making your life as affordable as possible

Keeping your taxes as low as possible

Ensuring the rich and corporations pay their fair share in
taxes

Dealing with housing affordability

Now, thinking ahead to the next federal election which could happen this year, which THREE of the following 
will be most important in impacting your vote?



TOP ISSUES IMPACTING VOTE
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Approach to dealing with climate change

Manage the federal budget deficit

Being open and transparent with Canadians

Managing immigration into Canada

Will not cut spending and social programs important to you

Protecting Canada against terrorism and international threats

Approach to dealing with China

Representing Canada internationally

Now, thinking ahead to the next federal election which could happen this year, which THREE of the following 
will be most important in impacting your vote?



TOP ISSUES: LIBERAL VS. CONSERVATIVE
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#4
THE POLITICAL LANDSCAPE TODAY



GOVERNMENT APPROVAL

OVERALL, DO YOU APPROVE OR DISAPPROVE OF THE JOB THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT LED BY 
JUSTIN TRUDEAU IS DOING?
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FEDERAL COVID PERFORMANCE
SUPPORTING THE ECONOMIC NEEDS OF CANADIANS

HOW DO YOU FEEL THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT IS DOING IN EACH OF THE FOLLOWING AREAS RELATED TO 
COVID-19…
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FEDERAL COVID PERFORMANCE
MAKING SURE THAT CANADA RECEIVES VACCINES IN AS TIMELY A FASHION AS POSSIBLE

HOW DO YOU FEEL THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT IS DOING IN EACH OF THE FOLLOWING AREAS RELATED TO 
COVID-19…
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IMPRESSION OF LEADERS

DO YOU HAVE A POSITIVE OR NEGATIVE IMPRESSION OF JUSTIN TRUDEAU? 
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IMPRESSION OF ERIN O’TOOLE

DO YOU HAVE A POSITIVE OR NEGATIVE IMPRESSION OF ERIN O’TOOLE? 
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PREFERRED PRIME MINISTER

Which party leader would you prefer to be Prime Minister after the next election?
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PREFERRED PRIME MINISTER

Which party leader would you prefer to be Prime Minister after the next election?
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DESIRE FOR CHANGE
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END OF 2019 CAMPAIGN TODAY

DEFINITELY WANT CHANGE CHANGE, NOT IMPORTANT KEEP LPC, NOT IMPORTANT DEFINITELY RE-ELECT

-14



HOW WOULD CANADIANS VOTE IF AN 
ELECTION WAS TODAY?



HOW WOULD YOU VOTE TOMORROW
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VOTE INTENTION BY PROVINCE/REGION
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IF A FEDERAL ELECTION WERE HELD TOMORROW, WHICH ONE OF THE FOLLOWING PARTIES WOULD 
YOU VOTE FOR IN YOUR CONSTITUENCY? 



THE ROAD TO THE NEXT 
ELECTION



TODAY VS. AUGUST 
2019

AUG
‘19

TODAY

LIBERAL LEAD OVER THE CONSERVATIVES -4 +12

FEDERAL GOVERNMENT APPROVAL RATING 35% 46%

POSITIVE IMPRESSIONS OF JUSTIN TRUDEAU 33% 40%

POSITIVE IMPRESSIONS – O’TOOLE VS. SCHEER
Scheer

33%
O’Toole

20%
DEFINITELY WANT A CHANGE IN GOV’T 53% 38%

THE ROAD TO THE NEXT 
ELECTION



A RETURN TO NORMAL?



CANADIANS WILL BE ABLE TO 
SHOP IN RETAIL STORES AND 
MALLS WITHOUT RESTRICTIONS

53%
CERTAINLY / 
PROBABLY



YOU WILL FEEL COMFORTABLE 
EATING IN A FULL RESTAURANT 47%

CERTAINLY / 
PROBABLY



THE CANADA - US BORDER WILL 
BE OPEN AS IT WAS BEFORE 
THE PANDEMIC

41%
CERTAINLY / 
PROBABLY



SPORTS AND MUSIC EVENTS WILL 
BE OPERATING AS THEY DID 
BEFORE THE PANDEMIC

35%
CERTAINLY / 
PROBABLY



YOU WILL FEEL COMFORTABLE 
ATTENDING A PLAY 
OR CONCERT

34%
CERTAINLY / 
PROBABLY



YOU WILL FEEL COMFORTABLE 
FLYING ON A FULL AIRPLANE 31%

CERTAINLY / 
PROBABLY



READY TO GO BACK…?
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Travelling by plane and going through airports

Attending a large crowd event like a sports match or concert

Travelling by bus

Being in a hospital or health care facility

Working in an office with other people

Attending or having someone in your household attend school

Shopping in retails stores or malls

Fully confident and not worried about infection Somewhat anxious Quite anxious



VACCINATED VS. UNVACCINATED
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Travelling by bus
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Attending or having someone in your household attend school

Shopping in retails stores or malls

Not vaccinated yet Fully Vaccinated



FINAL THOUGHTS

DAVID@ABACUSDATA.CA
ABACUSDATA.CA
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