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PROGRAM 
Wednesday, July 19, 2023, 8:30am – 3:45pm  
 

8:30am – 9:30am   Breakfast/Registration 
 

9:30am – 9:45am   Industry Welcome   
 
Del Rollo, Chair, Wine Growers Ontario (WGO) 
Kelly Brown, Chair, Wine Growers Canada (WGC) 

 
9:45am – 10:30am 

 
Session #1  Understanding the EU’s New Labelling & VI-1 Form 
Requirements 
 
Dr. Ignacio Sánchez Recarte, Secretary General, Comité européen des 
entreprises vins (CEEV)  
 
In December 2023, the European Union will introduce new labelling 
requirements for wine. The new rules will introduce a compulsory nutrition 
declaration and a compulsory list of ingredients for all wine products sold 
on the EU market. Join Ignacio Sánchez Recarte, the Secretary General 
of Comité européen des entreprises vins (CEEV), as he outlines how to 
be compliant with these upcoming changes, either directly on-label, or 
utilizing e-label technology.    
  

10:30am – 11:15am Session #2  Raising the Bar: Unlocking Alcohol Consumption 
Signals 
 
Asad Amin, Head of Syndicated Solutions - Food and Beverage, Ipsos   
 
While we observed a return to pre-pandemic alcohol serving levels 
through 2022, Q1 2023 indicators point to a potential slowdown in 
consumption. Through the Ipsos Alcohol Consumption Tracker, Ipsos has 
observed granular shifts in alcohol consumption for over a decade and 
have a clear understanding of both the short and long term headwinds 
impacting behavior change. Personal health priorities, rising social 
consciousness, cultural diversification and inflation-led spending 
pressures continue to disrupt long-held routines in beverage alcohol 
categories and the industry as a whole. Join us as we uncover how these 
market shifts continue to shape the drinking culture of tomorrow but also 
identify emerging opportunities that lie ahead.  

 
11:15am – 11:30am 
 

 
Break 
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11:30am – 12:15pm Session #3  A Wine Industry for All Canadians: Building Authentic 
Brand Rapport through Inclusion and Engagement  
 
Trevor Lui, Restauranteur & Author 
Beverly Crandon, Sommelier & Founder, Spice Food & Wine Group & 
Co-Founder, Vinequity  
 
Canada is one of the world’s most diverse countries with vibrant 
communities, cultures and culinary experiences, but diversity does not 
equal inclusion.   
 
Our expert panel will candidly discuss the perceptions, realities, 
challenges and opportunities facing Canada’s wine industry and its efforts 
to be more inclusive and increase authentic engagement with Canadians. 

 
12:15pm – 2:30pm 

 
Annual Awards Luncheon 
 
Canadian Wine Industry Awards & Ontario Wine Industry Champion 
Award.  Canadian awards sponsored by MNP LLP 
 

2:35pm – 3:15pm Session #4  The Relevance of the CCSA Report on Alcohol and 
Health on the Road to 2030 
 
Dr. Ginny Gidi, Senior Vice President, Multilateral & Policy Analysis, 
International Alliance for Responsible Drinking (IARD) 
 
While the 2023 CCSA Low Risk Alcohol Drinking Guidelines have been 
the focus of much national discussion, Ginny will explore why these have 
relevance well beyond the shores of Canada. She will also explore where 
and how wine growers can individually and collectively begin to engage to 
help curb the harmful use of alcohol. 

 
3:15pm – 3:45pm 

 
Session#5  Broadening the Appeal of Canadian Wine Internationally 
 
Patrick Gagliardi & Ralph deGroot, Producers, CorkScrewedTV  
 
CorkScrewedTV has become a sought after 22-minute program 
highlighting Canadian wines by utilizing an accessible, light-hearted 
approach. Each episode follows the hosts as they explore and ask 
questions of industry experts while promoting Canada's wine, food and 
tourism industries to millions of international viewers. 
 
Pat and Ralph will discuss the show’s success to date and the growing 
domestic and international thirst for more stories about Canadian wines 
and the people who make them.  
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SPEAKERS 
Wednesday, July 19, 2023, 9:30am – 3:45pm EDT 
 
 

 

Dr. Ignacio Sánchez Recarte, Secretary General of Comité européen 
des entreprises vins (CEEV) 
 
CEEV represents European Union wine companies in the industry and 
trade, bringing together 24 national organizations from EU member 
states, plus Switzerland, the United Kingdom and Ukraine, as well as a 
consortium of four leading European wine companies. Dr. Sánchez 
Recarte manages the association and its strategic orientation and serves 
as the voice of the association. Before joining CEEV in 2015, he served 
as Director of Internal Market & Sustainability at spiritsEUROPE and 
Director of Environmental Affairs and Innovation at Bodegas Chivite. Prior 
to that, he headed the Viticulture Unit and the Economy and Law Unit at 
the International Organisation of Vine and Wine (OIV). 
 

 
 
 

Asad Amin, Head of Syndicated Solutions, Ipsos 
 
Asad Amin is Head of Syndicated Solutions at Ipsos, focused on the 
Food and Beverage and the Financial Services verticals. This 
includes the Alcohol Consumption Tracker (ACT), which is 
subscribed to by market leaders across all alcohol categories in 
Canada and the U.S. 
 
Asad specializes in the setup and launch of large syndicated 
services. In his 20+ year tenure in the Canadian and US market 
research industries, he has worked for a wide variety of Fortune 500 
companies across multiple verticals. His area of expertise is in 
understanding consumption behaviour and uncovering insights to 
derive future trends. 
 
Asad presents at numerous food and beverage industry events and 
contributes across several media publications. 
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Trevor Lui, Restauranteur & Author 
 
Trevor has made a life and career surrounded by the sights and sounds 
of food and drink. Trevor was awarded the 2022 Social Advocate Award 
by Restaurants Canada and was named to the 2023 Power 60: Inspiring 
Asian Canadians of Influence. A diverse builder of innovative 
implementation, brand marketing, operations and ground-zero build outs, 
he prefers a good, honest meal on a street corner to being tied down to a 
corporate boardroom. He’s a lover of ‘the story’ and inspired with each 
bite and sip around him and believes we are all connected through our 
dining experiences.  
 
His agency Highbell Group curates uniquely immersive culinary events 
that push the boundaries of innovation coupled with a growing list of 
clients that seek their services for branded video content in the style of his 
well-documented Soulful Food Stories series. Trevor is also co-founder of 
the agency Quell, representing food & drink talent with a focus on 
broadening BIPOC work and leadership. 

  
 

 
 
 
 

Beverly Crandon, Sommelier & Founder, Spice Food & Wine Group 
& Co-Founder, Vinequity  
 
Beverly has been able to lend her hand both as a consultant and a direct 
leadership employee to various organizations, from Fortune 500s to start-
ups looking to generate mind share, revenues, and a recurring member-
base, in their area of discipline. With the Spice Food & Wine Group, 
Beverly combines her wine education, love of wine, and work experience, 
to broaden wine appreciation and advancement in those not deemed the 
‘traditional’ wine consumer or professional.  
  
As a founding member of Vinequity, a not for profit that aims to amplify 
the voices of BIPOC wine professionals in Canada, Beverly is acutely 
fashioned to do just that. Her overarching motto: wine should be inclusive 
and, through that, approachable. No one should be denied the pleasures 
of vino! 
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Ginny Gidi, Senior Vice President, Multilateral & Policy 
Analysis (MPA), International Alliance for Responsible Drinking 
(IARD) 
 
Dr. Gidi has led the Multilateral & Policy Analysis team at the International 
Alliance for Responsible Drinking (IARD) since 2017, and has served as 
the Managing Director of IARD’s U.S. Office since 2020. In this role, she 
oversees engagement with the WHO and a range of other multilateral 
organizations. In her previous role at AB InBev, she helped create and 
execute their Global Smart Drinking Goals and launch the AB InBev 
Foundation, embracing a harm reduction approach to alcohol 
consumption. Dr. Gidi holds a Doctorate in Public Health (DrPH) from the 
University of California – Berkeley. 
   

 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

Ralf deGroot & Patrick Gagliardi & , Producers, 
CorkScrewedTV 
 
CorkScrewedTV is a fun, light-hearted approach to learning 
about wine, produced by two Niagara residents with a 
passion for storytelling! 
 
Ralph de Groot    
 
Ralph has worked in telling stories in one capacity or another 
for over 20 years. A graduate of The Second City Training 
Co. Conservatory program, he studied under the tutelage of 
some of Canada's funniest talents. He's worked as a writer, 
produced and directed short and documentary films, worked 
as an actor in film and television and most recently produced 
and co-hosted a lighthearted and educational lifestyle series 
called CorkScrewed, a show about wine. With experience on 
both sides of the camera, Ralph understands what it takes to 
tell a story and is always excited to play a role! 
 
Patrick Gagliardi 
 
Patrick is a co-creator and executive producer of the show 
CorkScrewed, a fun way to learn everything about wine! 
During Patrick's studies of film, acting and interactive arts 
and sciences at Brock University, it became apparent to him 
that there are many different elements required to produce 
viable creative productions. Upon graduating, Patrick was 
hired by the university to develop a program educating 
students on strategies for collaborative production. Patrick 
went on to produce television, theatrical films and on-line 
web-series, while building his own media company PGG 
Media Group Inc. 

 
 
 


