
 
 
 
 
For Immediate Release  
 
 
Wine Growers Ontario elect Rich Fortin of Colio Estate Wines to Chair of the Board  

 
 
Niagara, ON – October 1, 2024 - The Board of Directors of Wine Growers Ontario (WGO) announce the 
election of Rich Fortin, Vice President, Marketing of Colio Estate Wines as the new Chair of the Board.  
 
Rich Fortin is a highly accomplished commercial leader with extensive experience in general management, 
brand and portfolio management, strategy, communication, and innovation.  He currently drives the strategic 
development and growth of Colio’s wine portfolio and Thornbury’s beer and cider portfolio, utilizing his vast 
knowledge of the beverage alcohol industry.  Additionally, he serves as Co-Chair of the Wine Marketing 
Association of Ontario Committee. 
 
"I am very excited to be taking on the role as Chair during these very exciting times in our industry”, said 
Fortin.  “WGO will continue to represent the interests of the entire industry and will remain focused on the 
growth and success of Ontario wine", added Fortin.   
 
The Board would also like to thank Del Rollo, Vice President, Corporate Affairs, Arterra Wines Canada, who 
has been Chair for the past eight years and helped guide the organization and industry through major 
transitions in the marketplace with retail expansion.  Del will remain a Director on WGO and will continue to 
lead WGO’s Government Relations Committee.    
 
Erin Mitchell, President, Megalomaniac Wines remains as Vice Chair and Rob Enns, P.G. Enns Farms, grower 
member continues as Secretary/Treasurer.  We would like to welcome new members to the WGO Board of 
Directors, Annemarie Heikenwälder, Pelee Island Winery, Marco Piccoli, Château des Charmes, George Lepp, 
Lepp Farms and Vincent Ong, Andrew Peller Limited.     
 
WGO would like to thank Greg Berti, Andrew Peller Limited, for his outstanding contributions to the industry 
and wish him all the very best on his retirement.  Greg has been a leader in the Canadian wine industry 
serving as a Director on the Boards of the key industry trade associations including Wine Growers Ontario, 
Wine Growers British Columbia, Wine Growers Canada, and the Wine Appellation Authority of Ontario.   
 
“Greg Berti’s retirement will be felt throughout the industry”, said Aaron Dobbin President and CEO of Wine 
Growers Ontario.  “I am looking forward to working with our new Chair and Board members as our industry 
faces challenges and opportunities bigger than any since Free Trade”, added Dobbin. 
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About Wine Growers Ontario 
Wine Growers Ontario members include all sizes of wineries in Ontario as well as commercial grape 
growers.  Our members produce over 80% of all of the wine made in Ontario including Vintners Quality 
Alliance (VQA), 100% Ontario and International-Domestic Blend (IDB).  WGO is committed nurturing a 
grape and wine industry that reflects consumer demand and is sustainable and profitable for all.   
@WineGrowerON  
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